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The Genealogy of Difference in the Qur'anic Discourse: An Interdisciplinary
Approach to the Ethics of Dialogue with the Other

Abstract:

This study aims to explore the genealogy of difference within the Qur'anic discourse by
tracing its formation from an initial conflict-based paradigm rooted in supremacy and exclusion
to an anthropological horizon that establishes ta ‘Gruf (mutual recognition) as a divine purpose
and a framework for regulating relations with the Other. The research is grounded in the problem
of the gap between the inherently dialogical and open structure of the Qur'anic text and the
interpretive practices that have constrained this structure within closed systems across both
historical and contemporary contexts. The study adopts the genealogical method as an analytical
tool to investigate the “pedigree of meaning” and to uncover the power dynamics that have
shaped the semantics of difference and dialogue. This approach is supported by analytical,
critical, and semiotic-argumentative frameworks, alongside a comparative examination between
the original Qur'anic intent and its representations within the exegetical tradition. The research
particularly focuses on the analysis of Qur'anic argumentative verses and the mechanisms
through which they have been activated or suppressed within discursive systems. The findings
reveal that the Qur'anic discourse establishes a dialogical model grounded in rational proof and
mutual recognition. However, this dialogical potential has been subjected to processes of
semantic enclosure under the influence of power and knowledge structures, leading to the
marginalization of the “unthought” dimensions related to pluralism and justice. The study further
demonstrates that a genealogical re-reading of the Qur'anic text can restore its communicative
efficacy and open a new epistemic horizon for contemporary ethics of dialogue, based on
freedom and responsibility in managing difference, thereby enhancing the possibilities of
coexistence and human interaction.

Keywords: Genealogy of Difference, Qur'anic Discourse, Ethics of Dialogue,

Interdisciplinary Approach, Will to Mutual Recognition, Reactive Forces, The Unthought,
Semantic Constriction, The Other.
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